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CONSTITUTTLTONWN

of the

- BRITLSH UNTON CONFERENCHEH OF
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISES

ARFICLE 1 - Wame

THLS organization shall be known as the British Union Conference of Seventh-day
Adventists and is hereivalter refevrad to as "this Union Confereunce". This Union
Conference functions as a mamber and constituent nnit of the General Conference of
Sevevth-day Adventists - Northern Huropean Division, and acknowledges in all church
matters the authority and leadevship of such ovganizations.

ARTICLE 2 -~ Terrikovy

The territory of this Union Conference shall comprise England, Wales, Scotland,
Northern Treland, Kire, and all adjacent British Islands,

ARITCLE 3 - Object

The object of this Inion Conference is to proclaim the everlasting Gospel of our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ and to teach the commandments of God as the supreme rule
of life.

ARTICLE 4 - Composition of Union Conference

This Union Conference shall be cowposed of such local conferences and missions
within its territory as have been, or shall be, properly organized and received into
this Union Conference,

ARTICLE 5 - Sessions

(a) This Union Conference shall held a regular session at an interval of five years
at such time and place as the Execubive Committee shall determine, and a notice
of such session shall be published at least four weeks before the appointed time
in the Union Conference paper.

{(b) In the event of special conditions arising which would make it advisable to post-
peone the calling of a regular session, the Executive Committee may postpone such
session for a period not exceeding two years, provided that a regular sessicn shall
not be postponed without the cousent of at least two-thirds of the menbers of the
Executive Committee expressed by psrsonal vote or by signature te a resolution in
writing submitted to the membars of the Executive Committee. Separate copies of
the resolution may be signed for this purpose.

(¢} The Executive Committee way call a special session of this Union Conference at such
time and place as it deems proper. by a liks notice as for regular sessions, and
the transacitions of such gpecial sessions shall have the same force as those of the
regular sessions,

(d) Buch a special session may elect any such vf{icers or other persons or committees
and transact apy such business and do any such other act as under this Constitution
a regular session or the Executive Commibitee befween sessions may elect, transact,
or da.
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The standing committacs for the Union Session ghall be nomiooted by g specianl
committes consisting of a General Conference or Division vepresentative wha
may be present, who shall act as chairman, and {ive represenratives Deoow oooh
local conference, and two represealalives {rom cach migsion. The I {con-
ference) representalives on this speecial committec shall be appoiv e by thoir
respeclive delegaiions at the Union Session

g

ARTICTE 6 - Delegales Lo Session

The delegates to a session ol this Union Conference shall be:
All members of the HExecubive Commitios of Lhis Union Confersnce.

All ordained ministers holding regular credentials from this Unton Conference
or duly organized local conferences and wissions within its territory.

ATl members of the Executive Commiticss of the Genoral Conforence of Seventh-
day Adventists and of the Northern Luropean Division who may be present.

Such persons as are duly appointad by the Executive Comnmittree of aach local
conference and mission.  Each local conference and wmisslion shall be entitled
to appoiat one delepgale by reason ol its organization and one delegate for
each fifty chuvchmembers or Sraction Lhereof in such local conference or
missiaon.

Such othev porsons as way be preseot who shall be received as delegatas by
vote of the session.

ARTICLE 7 - Voting

Each delegate shall be entitled to one vote on any question. The chairman of
session shall in case of cquality of votes have a casting vote.

ARTICLE 8 - Powers of Sessicn

This Union Conference in session shall have power to determine all wmatters and
things for the order and good administration of this Unlon Conference and the
regulation of its alffairs, including the management and disposal of or dealing
with all real and porsonal property and revenues held or proposed to be acquired
for or on behalf or for the use, benefit or purposcs of this Union Conference,
subject however to any specific trusts relating thereto and for such purposes

to give to the lnion legal corporation or to any company corporation or person
to whom any such veal and personal property and rovenues shall be vested such
directions with roference thereto and as to the management and disposal thereof
as this Unian Conference shall deem expodicnt in harmony with Avxticle 20, This

Union Conference in session way make rules to govern its own procedure.

This Union Conference [n session shall have power to make adjustwments in the
boundaries ol the local conferences and missions under its Jurisdiction and to
accepl into membership such new conflerences and missions as may be proposcd by
the lisecutive Committee of Lhis Union., These adjustwments in boundaries and the
acvceptance iuto membership of counferences and wissions shall require a two-thirds
wmajority wvole.

ARTLCLE 9 - Crodentials and [icences

This Unlon Conference in regular session shall determine who are the approved
ministers within the jurisdiction thereol, grant sultable credentials Lo such



suilttabic to lLabour

ministers and grant licences to those whom 1t shall cousider
in tha cause of this Union Conferevncs, and recommoend {ov ordication such men as
shall bave given prooi of their call to the ministry. Between sessions the
Executive Committee is avthorizsd to parform sueh dutiszs,
(h) Any credentials, liceness, ov esrtificates granted or issued hy thiz Union Con-
fersvce in session or by he Frecuttve Commities sball remain in force and be
valid mmitil the nest repular session unlass previocusly terminated by this Union
Confexence in specigl session or by Lbhe Kzeculive Commiihee,

ARTICLE 10 - Tlection

(a) This Union Conferance in regular s=csion shall elect:

(i) Executive Officors

(ii) Departmental Dixectars

(fii) Flegtive members of rChe Txecuiive Committze of this Union Conference
(iv) Auditors as provided for in Article 19, Section (b)

(v) Officers of duly organized wmissions within this Union.

(L) Persons thus slected shall hold their respective offices or appointments until
the next regular session of this Union Conference, except for misslons' appoint-
ments, witizh are by Conatitution biennial, unlezs their offices or appointments
are previously fterminated by this Union Conference in special session, or by the
Execubive Cownmittee In counsel with the Division officers,.

(¢) This Union Confervence in asession and rhe Bxecutive Committee between sessions
may establisb such other oifices, positions, and committess as may be determined,
prescribe the dorties and functions thereof and elect persons thereto and vary oy
terminate any such office, position, or commitfee and may remove any member of
any such committee.

(d} This Union Conference in session and the Executive Committee between sessions may
elect, nominate, or appoint trustees of any rzal or personal property or revenues
mentionad in Article 8.

(e) The Executive Cowmittee of this Union Conference shall recommend to the respective
boards and mavagement of Union inskitutions the appointment of Cheir officers,
bursars, editors, as may be required, within the six months that follow a Union
Session.

ARTICLE 11 - Officers

(a) The Executive olficers of this Uninn Conferance shall be a president, a secretary,
and a treasurer. The secretary and treasurer may be one person known as secretary-
treasurer. There shall be such other officers as this Union Conference in session
or the Lxecutive Committee may detcrmine,

(b} All officers of this Uninn Confersmee shall held office until the next regular
session of this Uvion Conferencs or unhil their successors are elected, excepting
where appoivtments are by Constiturion biemnial, and unless their appointments
are previously terminated by this Union Confercnce in spzcial session or by the

Exccoutive Commitlee.

(c) The president shall supervise ihe gersral work of this Union Conference; open and
preside at all gessions of this Union Conferencs and also at all meetings of the
Exzecutive Committee, but should he aso desive he shall have power to call to the
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chair o represcntabive ol the General Coanfervencs
the Worthzrn Buvopean Division, or a member of the Union Cooferan:

Commiftteaes,

(d) The secretary shall keep a record of all procesdings of ths szessiens of this Union
Conference and of the meetings of the Ewccutive Compititoe and puirform such other
dutics as vesually pertain te his offins,

(e) The treazurer shall receive all moneye belonging to this Union Confevence, keep
an account of sawes, and dieburae chew as the Bxecuiiive Commilbze ghall dirsct,
3 at a1l massions of this Union Conference and at such

and make full report Lhies
other times as may be requived by thae Executrive Committesz and peviorm such other
duties as wvsually pertain to his office,

ARTTCLE 12 - Departmental Directors

The departmental directors shall work under the direction of the Txecntive Committee
and shall occupy an advisory wvelationszhip to the [ield.

This Union Conference in session and the Executive Committes betwesn sessions

(a) shall appoint such agents, ministers, misslionaries, and other persons as may be
necessgary Lo carry on the work of this Union Conference; and

(b) may terminate or vary any such appointment.

ARTICLE 14 - Mxecutive Committee

The Executive Committee shall consist of the Executive officers of this Union
Conference, the presidents of local conferences, and organized mission fields within
this Unlon Conference, the divectors of the organized departments of this Union Con-
ference, the secretary of the legal corporation, the managers or Heads of Union
institutions, the Newbold College principal, fthe chief editor of church publications,
and up to five elective members as may be vored at the Union Session.

ARTICLE 15 - Authority of Executive Committee

(a) Between sessions the Executive Committeze shall manage the affairs of this Union
Conference and may exerciss such of the powers of this Unjon Conference in session
as under this coustitubion are noi exclusively exercisable by this Union Conference
in gession, but subject to this Constitubion and any directions as to policy or
otherwise and any regulations given or made by this Union Conference in session,

{(b) Tn particulay and without prejudice o the general powers conferred by Section (a),
the Lxrecutive Committee may between sessions exercise the powers of this Union
Conference In session under Article 8 with regard o the real and persoual property
and revenues therein referrved to.

(¢} 'The Executive Committee berween sessiong, Ln counsel with the Division officers,
may remove {rom office, for just and adequate cause, any olficer of this Union
Conference or from Ehe FHxecutiv: Commiltes asuy wmember thereof, provided that such
action has the consealb of at lrast two-thirds of the members of the full Executlive
Committee by personal vote.
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ARTICLE 16 - Meetings and Notices

Meetings of the Executive Committee may be called at any time by the president
or in his absence by the secretary upon the written request of three or more of
the members of the committee,

Any seven members of the Executive Committee including the chairmao shall, after
duge notice to available members, constitute a quorum and shall be empowered to
transact any necessary businsss,

Minority meetings of less than seven members of the Executive Committee may be
held for the transaction of nzcessary urgent businass, but actions at such
meetings shall not be final until the minutes of such mestings have been approved
in regular session of the Executive Committes.

ARTTCLE 17 - Annual Meeting

The Executive Committee shall hold an Aomval Meeting with az full a representation
of its members as possible,

The Executive Committee at itz annual meeting

(i) shall nominate boards of management of all institutions of this Union
Conference

{(ii) shall examine and if necessary adjust the wages schedule and authorize
the annual budgets and shall set all wage rates in harmony with the
schadule

(iii) may tramsact any other business.

ARTICLE 18 - Finance, Funds

The funds of this Union Conference shall be as follows:

(i) A tithe of the tithe receipts of the local conferences and local missions
within its territory

(ii)} Special donations for work within its territory

(iii) A tithe of the profits of institutions under the control of this Union
Conference

(iv) Such percentage of the aunual profits of these institutions, after deduct-
ing the tithe, as may be arraungsd by jeoint counsel of the Executive Committee

of this Union Conference aud ithe Boards of Management of Lhe institutions.

This Union Conference shall receive trust funds for the Northern Eurcopean Division
of the General Conference as follows:

(i) Funds received through local conferences and loecal missions from the churches,
Sabbath achools, secieties, and individuals, for missionary purposes.

(ii) Special donations from any source

(i1i) A tithe of the tithe of this Union Conference



(iv) Such percentage of the tiths of conforsncas and of the
profits and pay-rolls of ingtiruiions as may pd by thr Dxecutive
Comnitisze of this Uniep Coofersrez in harmony wiith thoe Novrheva luropoan
Divigion of the Gensral Confersnse nolicy fer the onzvatiou of the Retive-
ment Fund for thz suvpport of euch aged aod infirm workeres and for such

dependant widows and orphans of worksrs as may be vobed by thoe Exscutive
Commict=s of this Union Conferonon,
ARTTf 19 - Auditors

(a) The auditor of the Northero European Division of the Geneval Couference of Seventh-
day Adventists shall be recognized as ithe auvdiftor of the books kept by the Union
Conference rreasurar and shall acdit rhe aecounts of such mejor institutions
within the Union Conference as che Division Commiftec may direct,

(b} At zach rsgular session this Union Conferevce shall elect -ich amiifors as may
be required, whose dutv it shall he to examine the accounts and vouchers of each
and all of the lazal confarenczs, missionz and institutions ander the jurisdiction
ot this Unlon Conferencs, ab guch fimes as the Exscutive Commiites or the president
may direck; and Lo report bto the Execubive Comminrtee of this Uninn Conference or
the Executive Committee of the local conference,

ARTICLE 20 - Trustees

{a) The 1zgal corporation, Seventh-day Adventist Associlation Limited, formed and
controlled by this Union CGonference shall be the regular trustee for this
Inioo Conference to acquirs, hold, manage, disposa of or deal with real and
personal properky for and on behalf of or for the use, benefii, or purposas
of this Union Conference, but subject to any specific trusts relating to such
property aund geoerally to conform with such directions, if any, as are from
time to time given to it by or on behalf of fhis Union Confersnce.

(b) The Irish Good Health Association Limited, a corporation formed and controlled
by this Union Conference to represect and conduct all legal matters appertaining
to our denominational work in Hire, shall be the regular trustee for this Union
Conference to acquire, hold, manape, dispose of, or deal with real and perscnal
property for and on behalf of, or for the use, benefit, or purposes of this Union
Conference in Eire, but subject to any specific trusts relating to such property
and generally Lo conform with such divectlions, If any, as are from flme to time
given to Lt by or on behalf of this Union Conference,

ARTICLE 21 - Ameudments

This Constitution wmay be amended by 2 resolution of this Union Conference in
gesgion passed by a majority of rot less than twe-tihirds of the delegafes who vote.
Wo amendment shall be moved except with fhe consent of the Fxecutive Committae unless
notice thereof shall be given to ths secretary not later than two calendar monthes
before the date of bolding the scssions and the nobice of convening the session shall
set out any intendsd amendwent. [f it is proposed to amend this Constitublen at a
spacial session, notice of ths preposed amendment shall be given in the call for such
session.

ARTICLE 22 - Dgsclution
(a) The dissoclution of this Union Confezrance may be effectad by a threz-~fourths
vote of the delegates prasent and voring at any regular or special session
of this Unica Conferxenecn, provided that Lf if is proposed to dissolve the
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Union Conference ab a special session, notice of the proposai to dissolve
shall be gilven in the call for special session,

{b) After all claims against this Union Confersnce have beesn satisfied, any remain-
ing funds shall be transferred to the Northern Duropean Divislon of Seventh-
day Adventlists.

(Issued and printed by the autharity of the KExecutive Committes of the British Union
Conference of Seventh-day Adventists.)




